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3-8).
A large temple complex, with a large courtyard, a broad hall, and a longitudinal sanctuary, stood in the center of this area. The building inscription discovered at the western end of the sanctuary's hall revealed the identity of the temple's goddess (Pythogaia). Gitin (1997: 92b; Gitin, Dothan, and Naveh 1997: 3, 8) identified the room on the southern side of the hall (Room K) as a throne room. However, some of the artifacts discovered in this room are cultic. On the basis of its Assyrian architectural features and cultic artifacts (votive vessels, small bowls with burnt bones, a ceramic figurine, and an Egyptian-style wig fabricated from chalk plaster), Ornan (1997: 274 n. 1050) and Kamlah (2003: 109) suggested that the room was a small shrine. Since the northern side of the temple is yet to be excavated and some other shrines could have stood in the sacred complex, the large building, which was the city's main temple, was dedicated to at least two gods, probably more.
In what follows I discuss four problems-two historical and two historical-archaeological-that are central to the history and archaeology of Ekron in the late eighth-seventh century B.C.E.
THE ACCESSION OF THE DYNASTY OF PADI TO THE THRONE OF EKRON
The building inscription discovered in the temple of Ekron runs as follows (Gitin, Dothan, and Naveh 1997: 8-13):
The house ( Authors of royal Mesopotamian inscriptions usually mention the name of their father, but the listing of two ancestors is also common. The mention of three ancestors in the introduction of a Mesopotamian royal inscription is quite unusual but can be found in a few royal inscriptions (e.g., those of Ashur- In sum, the assumption of a preferred status of the king of Ekron among the Assyrian vassals in the west in the late eighth-seventh centuries B.C.E. rests entirely on conclusions drawn from the archaeological excavations at the site. We must look more closely into these findings to examine the extent to which Assyria was involved in the internal affairs of its vassal and the assumed favorite status of Ekron in the Assyrian Empire. 
THE FOUNDATION OF STRATUM IC AT EKRON
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Ekron is described in Sennacherib's annals as a royal city that had joined Hezekiah's rebellion and was conquered during the campaign. Its politicalstrategic position on the western border of Judah suggests that it was the "royal city of the Philistines which Hezekiah had captured and strengthened for himself" mentioned in the "Azekah Inscription" (Na The city's growth in the second half of the eighth century fits its explicit mention-alongside Gaza, Ashkelon, and Ashdod-as a royal Philistine city both in Amos 1:6-8 and Sennacherib's inscription. We may conclude that Stratum IC at Ekron was founded in the second half of the eighth century B.C.E. and that the documentary evidence contradicts the suggestion that the city began expanding only in the early seventh century B.C.E.
THE ECONOMIC GROWTH OF EKRON UNDER THE ASSYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN EMPIRES
Ekron was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar II at the very end of the seventh century, most probably in 604 B.C.E., the same year the Babylonian king destroyed Ashkelon (Stager 1996 : 61*"-62*, 71*"-72*; Gitin 1998: 276 n. 2). Therefore, it is missing from the list of Philistine and Phoenician kings and their kingdoms that appears in a broken prism written in Nebuchadnezzar II's seventh year (598 B.C.E.).8 It is well known that material remains discovered in the destruction debris of a site are dated to its final phase of occupation. This is also true of Ekron, where luxury items of Egyptian origin were found in its destruction debris (Gitin 1997: 101). Dothan and Gitin (1993: 1057) associated Stratum IC with the time of the Assyrian Empire and dated the beginning of Stratum IB after the Assyrian withdrawal, when Egypt occupied the area. Thus, most of the artifacts unearthed at Stratum IB at Ekron should be assigned to the period in which it was a vassal of Egypt. Only a few isolated artifacts can be dated with certainty to the first half of the seventh century B.C.E. Among them is the building inscription of Akhayush cited above, and also the two body sherds that carry the broken inscription lb'l wlpdy [...1 ("for Ba'al and for Padi [.
..]") (Gitin and Cogan 1999).9
The late date of most of the artifacts unearthed at Ekron is not always taken into account in the site's publication reports, where they are mainly discussed in the context of the Assyrian Empire. For example, Gitin and Golani ( (Stager 1996 : 70*). Gitin's assumption that all these installations produced olive oil from the first half of the seventh century B.C.E. onward is arbitrary; moreover, it is not clear that all the installations discovered at the site produced olive oil at the same time.10 There is no doubt that while Ekron was subjugated to Assyria it produced large quantities of olive oil, but the number of presses producing olive oil at that time, and the quantity produced in a specific year, cannot be estimated with certainty since almost all the presses were discovered in late seventh-century contexts.
The gap of at least 20 years (some scholars suggest that it was more than 30 years) between the Assyrian withdrawal from Palestine and Ekron's destruction has not escaped the attention of scholars. Stager (1996: 70*-71*) discussed briefly the material remains discovered at Ekron and emphasized that "the bulk of these artifacts date to the last half, if not the final quarter, of the seventh century B.C.E. So do also most of the 100 or more olive oil presses which mark the perimeter of that impressive Philistine city." He then suggested that Ekron's economic take-off "did not occur during the late 8th or early 7th centuries B.C.E., but later, in the second half of the 7th century B.C.E.... The expansion of Ekron and the development of its industry occurred after Assyrian interest and power in the West had begun to wane in the late 640s."
The building inscription of Akhayush, discovered shortly after the publication of Stager's article, indicates that the construction of the elite zone at Ekron, including the large temple, took place under the Assyrians in the first half of the seventh century B.C.E. Hence, the great flourishing of Ekron had already begun at this time. Moreover, the oil production reached its zenith in Stratum IC and declined in Stratum IB (see above), and Stager is wrong in assuming that the bulk of the olive presses date to the last half of the seventh century B.C.E. But the fundamental problem raised by Stager concerning the dating of the material culture discovered in the destruction debris of Ekron should not be dismissed (see Gitin 1997: 99-100 n. 65). On the basis of the published data it is not always possible to establish which buildings and installations belong to the early stage, when the city was under the yoke of the Assyria, and which must be attributed to the later stage, when the city was a vassal of Egypt. We can do no more than give a general estimate of the economic strength, the scope of building operations, and the prosperity of Ekron in the first half of the seventh century B.C.E.
1oGitin estimated an annual production of 1,000 tons of oil, which would have required 48,000 storage jars (Gitin 1997: 87). In light of the cost of the inland transport of goods, the exported jars were possibly produced near the coast and the oil extracted at Ekron was transported to the coast in skins (see Peacock and Williams 1986: 9-19, 63-77). Taking into account the estimated amount of produced jars, we would expect that the jars would have been found all over the eastern Mediterranean and the Near East. Surprisingly, ceramic types of jars produced at Ekron and the northern Philistine coast have not been found in large numbers outside Palestine (for Egypt, see recently Maeir 2002) . The destination of the oil produced at Ekron remains a mystery and may be solved only when large numbers of jars are discovered in urban centers outside Palestine.
